
Peace on Earth?
This continues four reflections based on Mayfield 

Church’s millennium banners. This 3rd one might help 
us unify the current season of commemorating those 

we’ve loved and lost, COP26, and Remembrance.

P E A C E ?
This banner tells an affectionate story of familiar, 
significant, and in some cases, late-lamented 
aspects of our community.  The familiar can give 
comfort and joy; change or loss can bring 
discomfort and grief. We can become un-peaceful 
on earth, and in serious cases, we have the tough 
job of finding a new equilibrium. Love it or hate it, 
change is an inescapable aspect of being human.

Swift to its close 
ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim, 
its glories pass away.
Change and decay
in all around I see;

O Thou who changest not, 
abide with me.

Services for the bereaved last week, and 
Remembrance this week, beg the question, How 

can I find real ‘Peace on Earth’, in disturbance? 
COP26 aims to arrest dangerous change by 
galvanising urgent change. We’re moving into 
uncharted territory.  In all this, what do I think or 
feel about these words of Jesus:

‘I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.’  John 16:33

We can read the context of this in the rest of John 
ch.16. But briefly, Jerusalem and Good Friday are 
on the near horizon, and the disciples’ world will 
be shattered; their grief will turn to joy (why?), but 
not without plenty of trouble ahead. 

O N ?
The phrase, “I’m on it” (= “I’m on the case” - 
engaged, making a difference here and now - even 
if I’ve not finished yet) is uttered to reassure, when 
appearances may seem disappointing, and in this 
case - peace on earth - doubtful. 

But, who’s on it?                 Paul wrote,

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him. 

He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 
in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross.”                              Colossians 1:15-20



Inexhaustible stuff. Stay with it for a while. Read 
through again, slowly.  Take it with you throughout 
today. Memorise it?

Suggested conversation starters with God …

‘Lord Jesus, my understanding of who you really 
are is dwarfed by Paul’s insights. Please remove the 
scales from my eyes …’

‘Lord, are you really ‘on it’ for peace on earth? Can 
I believe you?’

‘Praying “your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven” seems such a slender hope. 
Why don't I see more evidence of it?’

‘Lord, why is your cross so crucial in peace-
bringing? Isn’t there a quicker fix? Or can’t you 
enforce peace on earth …?

‘What’s holding up peace on earth on account of 
me and my life(style) ? Why don’t you use 
enforcement on me, or a superficial quick fix? 
Must I come to your cross, so rooted ON earth as 
it is, so rooted in human nature …?

E A R T H ?

Peace on earth, not just in heaven? What must this 
include? Facing reality? Repentance (change of 
heart and mind)? Justice? Surrendering 
entitlements for commandments?  Compassion? 
Sacrifice?  Care for creation? Stewardship? 
Blossoming? Recovering diversity? Work/rest 
balance?

‘Shine forth and let our light restore
Earth’s own true loveliness once more” ?

Go back to the Colossians ch.1 extract (in blue, 
above). To focus our praying, try replacing the 
words ‘all things’ and ‘everything’ with your own 
name; your community’s name; your country’s 
name; the name COP26. (It may not exactly fit, but 
you get the idea!) Does it help?

FINAL QUESTION: ‘Lord, what is the (yours and 
ours) church’s place in bringing peace on earth?’

We might turn to Romans ch.8 for help here.  And 
find that the question gets a bigger answer, and 
one with immensely greater scope, than we could 
imagine. We’re invited to think, not just ‘Earth’, but  
‘Cosmos’. I find this one of the most mind-
expanding parts of the New Testament …

“I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. 

For the creation was subjected to frustration, not 
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought 
into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with 
the will of God. 

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.”

A Prayer
Lord Jesus, your life and character have captivated me. 
Knowing that you are good through and through, I yield 
my need to know everything before I trust and obey 
you. Today I reconfirm my choice to be your disciple 
and to follow and serve you as my Lord, come what 
may. (Izwe Nkosi)

The Lord bless and keep you


